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I am happy to inform fellow AES members that CLRP&Wer Hong K.Dng, Limited and Dragages et Travaux Pubulics (HK) Ltd have
become our Founding Company Members. @ behalf of AES, I would like to welcome these two new company members. Our
team of company members is getting stronger each day.

A forum on "One Country Two Systems and-Enactment'of Legislaﬁbn under Article 23 of the Basic Law" was organised by "The
Hong Kong Development Forum" on 12 O¢tober last year. Speakers included Dr Raymond Wu Wai-yung who is a member of the
Basic Law Committee and a local deputy of the National People's Cangress, and Dr Song Xiao-zhuang of the Law School of Beijing
University. The 10 founding organisations of "The Hong Kong Development Forum” including AES supported the enactment of
legislation under Article 23.

On 25 October last year, AES hosted a dinner fortm on "the Pearl River Delta Link". We had the honour to have Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands, Mr Michael Suen Ming-yeung, as one of our guests. At the forum, Sir Gordon Y S Wu, Chairman
of Hopewell Holdings Ltd, and Ir Prof Chow Che-king, Honorary Professor in theidDepartment of Civil Engineering of the University
of Hong Kong and former Director of Territory Development Department spoke on this topical issues.

A 28-member delegation including 10 AES members, organised by the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the
HKSAR, visited the Three Gorges on the Yangtze River from 8-11 December last year. The visit gave the delegates a better
understanding of the Three Gorges Dam Project under construction.

A forum on "the 2003 Policy Address", jointly organised by AES and the HKIE, was held on 13 January. Following the forum co-
chaired by our president, Ir Nicky Chan and the President of the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, Dr Lau Ching-kwong, a joint
submission was sent to the Chief Executive, as in some of the previous years.

Members of our Executive Committee were invited to meet the Director, Mr Gao Si-ren, of the Liaison Office of the Central People's
Government in the HKSAR (Liaison Office) on 20 January. At the meeting, Mr Gao also kindly accepted our invitation to be the
'Guest of Honour of our Spring Dinner to be held on 25 March this year. Mr Wang Feng-chao, Deputy Director of the Liaison Office
‘and Mr Chu Chi-nong, Director General of Education, Science and Technology attended the meeting too.

Through our close contact with Liaison Office and the China Association for Science and Technology, we assisted the Engineering
?Dupmal of the University of Hong Kong in developing an intern programme in Beijing for its civil engineering students this
summer. The effort constitutes part of the follow-up actions in fulfilling the 4-point proposa] which we submitted to national leaders

received us at the Hong Kong Room of the People's Great Hall during our Beijing visit last April.

Ir. Dr. Raymond Ho Chung-tai




M y Le g Co Diar y Ir Dr the Honourable Raymond Ho Chung-tai

Fighting for government’s spending on infrastructure and building projects

Motion on "Maintaining Infrastructure Investments"

In response to earlier remarks expressed by a number of principal officials including the Financial Secretary
on the possible slash in infrastructure spending, I moved a motion on "Maintaining Infrastructure Investments"
at the December 4 Legislative Council meeting urging the government to adhere to its commitment on
infrastructure investments, an amount of $147 billion total funding earmarked for public works projects for
the 5-year period 2002-3 to 2006-7, i.e. an average annual expenditure of around $29.4 billion, as stated in
the Financial Secretary's letter dated 17 October 2002 addressed to the Chairman of the LegCo's Public Works
Subcommittee, i.e. myself. The government was also asked in my speeches, in reviewing the allocation of
resources for public works projects, to focus not just on the economic benefits generated by the projects
concerned, but also take into account their social benefits, as well as their effectiveness in stimulating the
economy and providing more employment opportunities.

In moving the motion, I pointed out that unemployment in the sagging construction industry in Hong Kong
continued to deteriorate. The recent package in rescuing the property markets has not arrested the situation.

I submitted that economic return should not be the sole criterion in determining if a particular project should
be selected and implemented. Social benefits are an important consideration. Starting infrastructure projects
and public works will create more employment, stimulate people's spending intention and accelerate the economic
recovery. In the long run, better infrastructure facilities will also increase the competitiveness of Hong Kong.
The motion was passed with an overwhelming support from other LegCo members with only one objection
from the Honourable Chan Wai Yip whose amendment to my motion was heavily defeated.

No infrastructure spending cut urged following the 2003 Policy Address

I urged the government not to cut spending on infrastructure and building projects and stressed that its
administrative procedures and land resumption process must be streamlined so as to expedite the implementation
of public works projects. More importantly, the government should review the EIA Ordinance, particularly
the way it is being too rigidly and bureaucratically implemented. In addition, the government could also
encourage more private sector involvement in public works projects through various private finance initiatives
(PFIs), which have been adopted in countries like the U.K.

No effort spared in PWSC

According to LegCo figures, LegCo Public Works Subcommittee, of which I am the Chairman, approved public
works projects totaling HK$37,750 million from | April to the end of 2002. At the
past two meetings held on 22 and 29 January 2003, we approved 8 items

under my instruction. It lasted five hours from 8:30 a.m to 1:30 p.m.
and approved 6 items including the Shenzhen Western Corridor and
Deep Bay Link. The two amounts add up to HK$59.115 million.
This is quite a huge public works spending and should have _g¢
its impact felt in the construction industry and the job market. “
If not, the government will owe an explanation to the public
and to the construction industry.




FEATABTKERE P

VLR ORGSR A R A 2 o > 2 0 P 1 B R T = o o 5l A R e T
WITE T > SR G F WE 7RI G o fH & R AG PR 28 ) 36 0 1 ORI 9 1 A TR B b 1 7
SR AR F G 8 ] - BT RLG R 0 & (Y & B 57 55 T fil 46 R Y AR W AT AR o

FHE LR (L &5 Cha & B KGR ZFF 9 1 A 1 F (508 6 8 58 550 K i 58
{7 o i FRAT AR AT 7 SR R R Rk > PABR = ARy R As @ H o B B EAEER o M
F U5 5 R R B v e A R - G B VR OR RS IR T S Y TR 3 0 I M i ~ A
B 7 290 MRG0 00 3t B RS o i 0 I ST 59 1 B0 DL 2 1 T 2 B 2% 7 L 70 Yt o S DU SRR B i
A IR I 75 Rl IR 5 LA IR o B P HTIR B RIRE WL - WA A2 NI GO | R R i
B e B B W 45 Q- L AR A ETT b RS T IEEE o Zy — SRR TR G A O € i 2 Wl o 8 SRR E
a0 MBI 7R SR o

THGEY
ASSOCIATION OF
ENGINEERS IN SOCI

. .

> IEMAtR® "5:3_=j
ASSOCIATION OF W

E‘ENGNEERS wsocery Y\ ¥ 5 H

TR

ASSOCIATION OF
| ENGINEERS IN SOCIETY




THE HONG KONG INSTITUTION
OF ENGINEERS

9/F Island Beveriey, No 1 Great George Street,

Causeway Bay, HK

Tel (852) 2895 4446 Fax (852) 2577 7791
Email hkie-sec@hkie.org.hk

Website http://www.hkie.org.hk

ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERS
IN SOCIETY urp

Room 1801-1804, China Merchants Building,
152 Connaught Road Central, Sheung Wan, HK
Tel (852) 2901 0898 Fax (852) 2501 0162

Email enquiry@aesnet.com.hk

Website http://www.aesnet.com.hk

29 January 2003

The Chief Executive

The Honourable Tung Chee Hwa
The Government of the HKSAR
5/F, Main Wing

Central Government Offices
Lower Albert Road

Hong Kong

Dear Sir
The 2003 Policy Address

We, the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE) and the Association of Engineers in Society (AES), would like
to submit to you for your kind consideration our views on various economic and social issues of concern to our members
as well as to the community promulgated in the 2003 Policy Address. The views put forward are comments made by
our members through an open forum. We are poised to work with the Government and other professional bodies to
contribute to the policies you have outlined for the future development and for navigating Hong Kong through its current
economic downturn.

Promoting Economic Recovery

Improving the Business Environment and Enhancing Core Industries
We are in support of the general directions as outlined in the Policy Address to step up the pace of economic recovery.
It is highly appreciated that the Government will institute a high-level task force to examine new ways to further
improve Hong Kong's business environment and enhance administrative efficiency, and put forward more policy
recommendations. For the enhancement of core industries, we consider that both hardware and software support are
required to facilitate the logistics development near the Hong Kong International Airport and to build Hong Kong as
Asia's World City of a premier tourist destination. Investments in infrastructure projects are therefore critical to sustain
the development of Hong Kong.

Private Funded Initiatives (PFI)

The Government is advised to widely promote and foster business opportunities for the private sector to invest in
infrastructure projects and other economic activities by making well use of the Private Funded Initiatives (PFI). As
laid down in the Policy Address, the prime mover of economic restructuring rests mainly with the private sector and
innovative thinking is needed to continually enhance our competitiveness.

In spite of the'gxisting economic restructuring, we believe that there are still local and foreign investors with investment
capital ready and willing to take part in large-scale development projects. In addition to the traditional method of
procurement, the PFI could be a form of partnership between the private sector and the public sector that could provide
an lmpems to the economic development. Successful examples of the PFI include the first phase of the Hong Kong
Convel;uuon and Exhibition Centre and more recently the Disneyland Theme Park.

Utilising the Reserve ; : t.
i ding the above, we s st the Government to consider deploying part of the Reserve to extensively support
ﬁnSe cost-effective infrastructure ﬂm;ects and urban redevelopment projects to sustain Hong Kong's position as an
Mﬁonal metropolis. An increase in government's expenditure on infrastructure projects could be an effective

means to boost the economy and to create employment opportunities.




Minor Works Programmes
As suggested in our last submission to the Chief Executive on the 2001 Policy Address, we recommended the Government

to speed up the implementation of minor works programmes, in particular, the maintenance of old buildings for the
safety of the general public. To put our recommendation into perspective, those buildings over 30-year old should be
required to have compulsory inspections and maintenance by qualified professionals to ensure structural integrity and
fire safety. It would help enhance Hong Kong's image as a world-class city.

Minor works programmes require relatively shorter lead-time for commencing construction and are moderate in size,
which could provide more opportunities suitable for local contractors. These minor works programmes can also create
new employment opportunities for the local construction industry and would definitely help alleviate the presently
serious unemployment problem.

Infrastructure Projects
We welcome the Government's new initiative in re-engineering the methodology for the planning and implementation

of infrastructure projects with a view to improving efficiency and cost effectiveness. However, the Government should
keep track on such re-engineering process in order to eliminate any possible prolongation, which would affect the
execution of the public works projects.

Forging closer economic co-operation with the Mainland

Encouraging business partnership in the Pearl River Delta Region
We concur with the Government's initiative in expediting economic integration with the Pearl River Delta (PRD) and

enhancing Hong Kong's role as an international centre of business and trade between overseas countries and the
Mainland. Despite that the policy manifested the direction of new areas of co-operation, the implementation details
should be planned immediately with concrete measures to assist and protect local businesses when they encounter
practical problems in productions, logistics and operations in the Mainland cities. By doing so. local busi
establish a growing business partnership with enterprises in the PRD for mutual benefits, contributing to the
making Hong Kong an international centre of business and trade.

The Bridge linking Hong Kong, Macau and Zhuhai 'I-
We are fully supportive of building a bridge linking Hong Kong to Macau and Zhuhai and look forward to

of the feasibility study being carried out by the State Development Planning Commission. We su
Government should take initiative to lead the Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai bridge project and propose to
that a corporation could be formed to implement the project. The Government could fund the initial work
design and site investigation, etc like the method that has been adopted for the projects of Hunghom Ci
Tunnel and Disneyland Theme Park.

We also urge the Government to consider connecting the bridge directly to the Hong Kong. International Airpo
Chek Lap Kok to further enhance its logistics and transportation advantages and its position as a premier a@qnin A
the Region. It should be an added value to our economy. To capitalise oniese advantages, an earfﬁmﬁemenmnon
timetable would be required as soon as feasibility is confirmed from the environmental, transportation and economic

perspectives.
Protecting the environment

We are pleased to not“; that new initiatives on waste reduction and recycling have been included in the policy agenda
amongst other initiatives and programmes to protect and improve our environment. In the meantime, it is recommended
that the Government should formulate and implement more supportive measures to facilitate the development of the
recycling business in Hong Kong. We believe it could provide new investment opportunities for the private sector as
well as employment opportunities for different sectors of the community.

Yours sincerely

" N

Ir DriLAU Ching Kwong Ir Dr Nicky CHAN Nai Keong
President o ) _ President
The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers Association of Engineers in Society Ltd
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Free Legal Advice Scheme

The Association understands that some of its members may on occasion require legal advice but the members either
do not have a suitable lawyer or may not be able to afford the legal expenses. To this end, the Association is pleased
to have the consent of its council member, Mr. Dick Lam Cheuk Yum, Partner of Messrs. Fung, Wong, Ng & Lam,

Solicitors & Notaries, to provide free legal advice to all members of the Association.

Please note that as the advice will be provided on pro-bono or free basis and the advice will limit to verbal advice
only and does not cover any written, drafting or amendment works or any appearance before court, tribunal or

panel.

Should any member want to seek legal advice from Mr. Lam, please contact our Ms. Pianca Choy at tel. no. 2901-

0898 who will then make the necessary arrangement with Mr. Lam.

(Disclaimer : The legal services provided under this scheme are strictly between the individual members and the
legal advisor and the Association shall accept no responsibilities whatsoever howsoever arising out of or in connection

with such services.)
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